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Senate 
The Senate met at 10 a.m. and was 

called to order by the President pro 
tempore (Mrs. MURRAY). 

f 

PRAYER 
The Chaplain, Dr. Barry C. Black, of-

fered the following prayer: 
Let us pray. 
Eternal God, we stand in awe of You. 

Lord, when babies die at a church 
school, it is time for us to move beyond 
thoughts and prayers. Remind our law-
makers of the words of the British 
statesman Edmund Burke: All that is 
necessary for evil to triumph is for 
good people to do nothing. 

Lord, deliver our Senators from the 
paralysis of analysis that waits for the 
miraculous. Use them to battle the de-
monic forces that seek to engulf us. 

We pray in Your powerful Name. 
Amen. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
The President pro tempore led the 

Pledge of Allegiance, as follows: 
I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 

United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME 
The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Under 

the previous order, the leadership time 
is reserved. 

f 

CONCLUSION OF MORNING 
BUSINESS 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Morn-
ing business is closed. 

f 

LEGISLATIVE SESSION 

REPEALING THE AUTHORIZATIONS 
FOR USE OF MILITARY FORCE 
AGAINST IRAQ—Resumed 
The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Under 

the previous order, the Senate will re-

sume consideration of S. 316, which the 
clerk will report. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read as follows: 

A bill (S. 316) to repeal the authorizations 
for use of military force against Iraq. 

Pending: 
Schumer amendment No. 15, to add an ef-

fective date. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The 
Senator from Georgia. 

Mr. WARNOCK. Madam President, I 
suggest the absence of a quorum. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. With-
out objection, it is so ordered. 

The clerk will call the roll. 
The senior assistant legislative clerk 

proceeded to call the roll. 
Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the order for 
the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. 
WARNOCK). Without objection, it is so 
ordered. 

RECOGNITION OF THE MAJORITY LEADER 
The majority leader is recognized. 

S. 316 
Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, yes-

terday, by a large bipartisan vote of 65 
to 28, the Senate invoked cloture on 
legislation repealing the Iraq AUMFs 
of 2002 and 1991. We will continue vot-
ing on amendments over the course of 
today, and Members should expect the 
final passage on repealing the Iraq 
AUMFs as soon as tomorrow. 

I want to thank both sides of the 
aisle for their cooperation and biparti-
sanship. This has been a reasonable 
process here on the floor, with votes on 
amendments brought forth by our Re-
publican colleagues. I hope this process 
can serve as a blueprint for how the 
Senate can work into the future and in 
the next few months for sure. We will 
have amendments without being dila-
tory. We will have debate without bog-
ging down the process. We will look for 
opportunities to advance bipartisan 
bills as we did over the past 2 years. 

So, again, I hope this AUMF portends 
good things to come. I hope it can 

serve as a blueprint for how the Senate 
can work in this session of Congress as 
we work together to make our country 
a better place. 

I want to thank Senators KAINE and 
YOUNG, Chairman MENENDEZ, and all of 
the cosponsors of this legislation for 
their good work. 

WOMEN’S HEALTHCARE 
But, unfortunately, there are dis-

turbing trends here in the Senate, and 
one of the most disturbing is what the 
Senator from Alabama is doing to 
weaken our national security. For a 
long time, both parties have worked to-
gether to quickly confirm the routine 
promotions of generals and flag officers 
without partisan bickering, without 
needless delay. Confirming military 
promotions is one of the most impor-
tant responsibilities of the Senate—a 
charge that rises far above normal po-
litical fights. But, today, one Mem-
ber—one Member, the Senator from 
Alabama—is blocking the routine pro-
motions of 160 generals and flag offi-
cers because he objects to women with-
in the military getting access to repro-
ductive care. 

It is very simple. The senior Senator 
from Alabama wants to make the 
healthcare decisions for the women of 
our military, and the Senator from 
Alabama is holding up scores of mili-
tary nominees, who have not done any-
thing to be treated this way, until he 
gets his way. 

The women of our military are more 
than capable of making their own deci-
sions when it comes to their health. 
They do not need the senior Senator 
from Alabama making decisions on 
their behalf, and they certainly do not 
need any Senator throwing a wrench in 
the functioning—the vital func-
tioning—of our military when they, 
our military, work every day to keep 
us safe. 

So the Senator from Alabama risks 
permanently injecting politics into the 
confirmations of routine military pro-
motions. The Senator from Alabama 
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